
 
The 2016 Arkansas Association of Continuing and Adult Education 
(AACAE) Conference was held November 3-4 at the Arlington Hotel in 
Hot Springs.  Over 300 individuals attended the conference. 
 
The AACAE Executive Board carefully chose the location and theme 
to continue the monumental year of celebrating the 50

th
 anniversary 

of Arkansas Adult Education.  The board worked hard all year with 
the goal of offering top-notch professional development sessions 
and networking opportunities.  This year’s conference offered five 
strands: Literacy, Workforce Alliance for Growth in the Economy 
(WAGE™), English Language Learners (ELL), Best Practices, and 
Resources and Information from the Adult Education Division. 
 
The keynote speaker for the conference was Sidney Moncrief.  In 
addition to being a five-time NBA All-Star, college head coach and 
NBA assistant coach, Moncrief also consulted for an international 
team in China.  He has experience working with a Fortune 500 
company and is an entrepreneur. He is currently managing partner of 
Moncrief One Team, a people development company. Moncrief’s 
presentation generated energy and enthusiasm with the group.  He 
emphasized the importance of cultivating soft skills in our students 
and the impact of those skills on a successful career. 
 
A pre-conference was held on November 2.  The session titled 
"Career Infused Adult Education" was led by Dr. Lennox McClendon.  
Strategies, resources and material were provided to help integrate 
content relevant to students via a) contextualization around local, 
high demand jobs b) job readiness skills and c) career awareness 
and exploration. Participants left the pre-conference with ideas and 
activities that can be used immediately and shared with colleagues to 
assist programs in complying with WIOA.  

 

 

 Educators and legislators meet to share views on Adult 
Education interests.. 
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50 Faces of Adult Education 
 

2016 marks 50 years of Arkansas Adult Education helping millions of 

Arkansans earn their high school diplomas, graduate from college, 
master the English language and reach new heights in their careers. 
Our students have achieved much success through the GED®, WAGE™ 
and English Language Learners programs. With that in mind, our 
goal is to not only celebrate our students’ accomplishments and 
bright futures, but to inspire anyone who wants to change their lives 
through education.   
 
 

Cameron Quintero 
 

"When I first came to the 
University of Arkansas 
Community College at 
Morrilton (UACCM) Adult 
Education Center, I didn't 
know what to expect. I 
wasn’t excited about taking 
classes because most of my 
school experience had been 
negative. I wasn’t sure if it 
would be a long and 
troublesome process, or a 
fast paced race to earn my 
GED®. But after the first  
week or two I realized just how great the staff and 
teachers at the center were. How welcoming and 
supportive they were. They always found time to 
help—doing the best that they could to assist me in my 
goals. I don't think I could have gotten my GED® 
without them. And thanks to them I can move forward 
to my next goal of attending college at UACCM to 
become a registered nurse."     

2016 AACAE Conference Held 
“Racing Forward: Celebrating 50 Years of Adult Education” 
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Community Support for Career Coach 
 
NEWSLink—Arkansas Northeastern College’s weekly online newsletter—recently 
reported that the The Dodge’s Store provided coupons for free food to use as door 
prizes at presentations given by Tamela Thurman (Career Coach) and special guests 
of the Adult Education program. The Adult Education program thanks The Dodge's 
Store for their contribution and support for education. Store manager, Okneco, 
stated that she supports education and is proud to help contribute to its success. 

Using GED Program Tools to 
Meet WIOA Benchmarks 

 

WIOA is changing how adult education/GED® prep 
programs serve adult learners. Under this new law, 
programs are no longer evaluated on simply helping 
students pass a high school equivalency test or reach an 
academic benchmark. WIOA puts equal emphasis on 
making sure they successfully transition into jobs or 
career and college certificate programs. 

With WIOA in mind, GED Testing Service has created a 
comprehensive program of tools and resources to help 
adult learners not only pass the GED® test but also be 
prepared for good-paying jobs or to enroll in college and 
career training programs. GEDTS wants to to support 
you and your program’s transition plan for WIOA. To 
help, they are holding a webinar to give a high-level 
overview about what the changes mean and how they 
will impact to your program, and what tools and 
resources the GED® program has to help you prepare.  
The webinar will be presented on November 30 and 
December 1 at 1:00 p.m. EST. 

Visit  http://gedtestingservice.com/in-session/ to 
register for one of the webinar sessions. 

Can’t join the webinar in real time? GEDTS records 
webinars for access later.  Visit the link above to access 
the archived webinar. 

 

 

2016 AACAE Awards 
 
Each year the Arkansas Association for Continuing and Adult 
Education (AACAE) recognizes outstanding performance in four 
categories.  Consideration is based on contributions to Adult Education 
and AACAE as well as years of service. 
 

Outstanding Paraprofessional 
Nikia Preston 

Arkansas Baptist College 
Adult Education Center (Little Rock)  

 
Outstanding Adult Education Teacher 

Genita Whiting 
UA Community College – Morrilton 

Adult Education Center 

 
Luther H. Black Outstanding Adult Education Administrator 

Ben Aldama 
NorthWest Arkansas Community College (Bentonville) 

 
Outstanding Adult Education Supporter 

Jones Family Trust (Springdale) 
 

Congratulations to this year’s award winners. 
 
  

 

2016-17 AACAE Officers 
 

President 
Regina Olsen 

ATU Ozark 
 

Vice President 
Gary Udouj 

Fort Smith Adult Education 

 
Treasurer 

Debra Baker 
Arkansas Baptist College (Little Rock) 

 
Secretary 

Cindy Sirrat 
College of the Ouachitas (Malvern) 

 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 

Pam Warren 
UA CC Hope-Texarkana 

 
Parliamentarian 

Steve Clayton 
ASU Newport (Jonesboro) 

 

http://gedtestingservice.com/in-session/

